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Frequently asked questions… 

 
What is a natural burial?  A natural burial is a 
burial that seeks to minimise its effect on the 
environment; typically, it is the committal part of 
traditional funeral (like going to the crematorium). 

Who provides the undertaker services? These 
are normally carried out by a funeral director, and 
there are now many with experience of natural 
burials; if you have any difficulty finding one, 
please contact us. 

How to book a funeral – Send us the completed 
Interment Form, the Registrar’s or Coroner’s burial 
forms, and payment for the plot, the interment fee 
and the grave-digging – the funeral director will 
normally do this. We will issue receipts for 
payments after the funeral. 

Can the family choose the exact spot? No, we 
ask families to choose a named area, and we will 
offer the next available plot in that area when the 
time comes; plots are allocated on a sequential 
basis. 

What types of coffins can be used?  We accept 
coffins made from natural, biodegradable materials 
such as wicker, bamboo, FSC pine, cardboard, 
ecopods etc. A list of suppliers is available on our 
website.  

Embalming?  No, the body should not be 
embalmed where a natural burial has been chosen. 

How much is a plot?  Current prices are 
contained in the application forms, which are 
available to view, print or download on our website 
www.nativewoodland.co.uk, or if you would prefer 
to phone us please call 0845 4500 165 and we can 
fax forms to you. 

Purchase in advance?  Yes, we sell most of our 
plots pre-need, and ideally a plot will be sold as 
part of a funeral plan. We issue a certificate 
entitling customers to be buried at any time within 
the 50 year period after their purchase. 

Double and family plots?  Yes, all plots are 
single depth; if you require adjacent plots, these 
need to be reserved at the time that the first burial 
is arranged to ensure their availability. 

Cremated remains as well as burials?  Yes, we 
accept cremated remains, and also have areas for 
scattering ashes at each burial ground. 

How much notice is needed? We need enough 
time to confirm the availability of the grave digger 
and will need to receive the necessary forms and 
payment (48hrs min). 

Who digs the grave?  Each site has its own 
contracted grave digger and a reserve grave 
digger. Please liaise with us and we will instruct 
the grave digger. 

Grave size - The grave digging is always arranged 
through us. Graves are 6” wider and 6” longer than 
the maximum coffin dimensions (which you 
provide). 

Can we take the hearse to the graveside? No, 
there are no surfaced tracks to the graves. 

Webbing, trestles and spars – please remind 
the funeral director to bring webbing, trestles and 
spars - there are none provided on site. 

Is there anyone on site?  NW burial grounds are 
not manned. The grave diggers will be on-hand on 
the day, and we can make arrangements for 
someone from NW to be there to meet you if 
circumstances demand. 

Memorials – In most circumstances no memorial 
stones or other grave markers are permitted. In 
some exceptional areas small, flat, local stones are 
permitted. Where memorials are permitted, the 
family must apply for memorial rights to be 
granted before any memorial is placed. 
 
It is also worth considering a website memorial 
such as those provided by www.muchloved.com  

Certificates and location plans – after a funeral 
we will issue a certificate of burial and a digitally 
produced location plan showing families precisely 
where the grave is located, enabling them to find 
the exact spot again in the future. 

Directions – we have included a page giving 
directions to each of our sites on our website for 
people to print out and send on. Post codes for Sat 
Nav are included. 

Flowers – a spray of garden flowers tied with 
raffia, lowered into the grave on the coffin, is best. 

Footwear - ground conditions might be uneven 
and muddy underfoot – so stout footwear and 
possibly Wellington boots might be necessary.  

 


