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A practical guide and checklist 
to arranging a natural burial  
at a Native Woodland burial ground 

     
 
This simple practical guide has been produced in response to many requests for instructions 
for making funeral arrangements. Inevitably, it does not cover all eventualities - different 
religions have developed processes and rituals to follow when a death occurs and there is 
sometimes a lot for the person left behind to organise and do to help the person pass onwards, 
which falls outside the scope of this guide... 

 When your partner, friend or relative dies, the first thing to do is call a doctor so that 
the death can be certified 

 The doctor/hospital will provide you with a medical certificate of the cause of death. 
If a post-mortem has been arranged, a certificate may not be available until after the 
post-mortem 

 The doctor will ask you to decide between burial or cremation because different 
forms are needed. If you choose cremation, it is important to get the doctor to 
complete forms B & C 

 If you are not aware of the person’s wishes, consult the person’s executor, as there 
may be instructions in the will. If there is a Will, look for any special instructions 
about handling the body and the funeral arrangements (please note that the body 
should not be embalmed where a natural burial has been chosen) 

 Tell immediate family, close friends, relatives, employers, colleagues and landlords 
and notify the executors and lawyer (if applicable) 

 Contact a funeral director who has the experience and knowledge of natural burials 
to guide and support you every step of the way, ensuring that your personal 
requirements are met. A good funeral director will relieve you of a great deal of the 
paperwork and arrangements (outlined below) involved in organising the funeral. 
They will make contact with us confirm dates, and advise what arrangements have 
been made, ensure that all that needs to be done has been organised.  
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 Take the Medical Certificate to the Register Office for the district in which it 
happened within 5 days of the death (8 days in Scotland) to register the death.  

 What does the Registrar need to know? 
 
The Registrar will require the following information about the deceased: 

o The date and place of their death  

o Their full name  

o The date and place of their birth  

o Their occupation  

o Their home address  

o If they were in receipt of a pension or allowance from public funds  

o If in a Civil Partnership, the date of birth of the surviving spouse  

Registering the death 
 
The Registrar will also require the following documents: 

o The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death  

o The deceased's National Health Service medical card (if available)  

o The deceased's Birth Certificate  

o The deceased's Civil Partnership Certificate (if applicable)  

o The Registrar will issue a green certificate for burial or cremation (a white 
certificate of registration of death in Scotland) which is required by us prior 
to the funeral taking place.  

o Certified copies of the entry of death can be obtained for a small charge - 
these may be needed for legal or financial purposes.  

If the death has been referred to the coroner, the registration process may vary  

 All plots are single depth. If you require adjacent plots, these need to be reserved at 
the time that the first burial is arranged to ensure their availability for your family 

 Arrange notices in local and/or national newspapers 

 Remember that there is limited parking at the burial site, so you may wish to arrange 
a separate memorial service at another venue and invite just close friends and 
immediate family to attend the burial service 
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 Remember to tell those attending the burial that the ground conditions might be 
uneven and muddy underfoot – so stout footwear and often Wellington boots will 
be necessary 

 Provide those attending the burial with directions to the site (available from the 
Native Woodland website or by post) 

 If you are going to hold a memorial service, make arrangements and book the venue 

 Arrange for a minister, civil celebrant, relative or friend to conduct the burial service, 
providing them with information on the deceased. A structure or framework for the 
event will help put people at ease and will provide an opportunity to plan what is 
said, who will speak, to choose music, and for children to be included 

 Arrange a venue and catering for a gathering before/after the burial 

 Produce an order of service, choose what to include and get this printed 

 Take some single flowers, lavender or petals to scatter into the grave afterwards. You 
might also consider dressing the grave e.g. with leaves/ferns before interment 

 A tied bunch of garden flowers or a simple posy of favourites is more poignant and 
fitting to the surroundings than an elaborate arrangement. Please plan how you will 
dispose of any floral arrangements after the burial 

 Consider whether or not you wish to contribute to the burial ground’s tree planting 
fund or to have a memorial (each site has its own arrangements) 

 Return and visit - spend time reflecting in a peaceful setting; come again with family 
and friends and enjoy the natural surroundings 

 Remember that this is an opportunity to celebrate a person’s life, you should not 
feel it necessary to stick to tradition if you would prefer something different. 
Celebrate with an open-air picnic, wear PINK or a favourite team’s strip, decorate 
the coffin yourselves, include colour and photos in the order of service, take 
favourite things (the dog?), release doves, be imaginative, creative and individual 
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If you are not using a funeral director there are more practical matters 
to consider… 

We strongly recommend that you should obtain a copy of The Natural Death Handbook, 
which has detailed practical advice on inexpensive, green, family-organised funerals, 
including detailed advice on all practical matters (ISBN 184413226-9 available by mail-
order from the Natural Death Centre tel: 0871 288 2098). 

• You will need to “lay out” the body and make arrangements for where the body will 
await the funeral. Hospitals will often hold the body in refrigerated storage for a short 
time, and funeral directors might also be able to provide this service.  

• Purchase a coffin or shroud made from natural, biodegradable materials. These can be 
obtained via a funeral director or direct from the supplier – there is a list of coffin 
suppliers on the links page of our website or we can send you a printed list 

• Make a provisional booking with us for the site you have chosen and use Registered 
Post or hand-deliver the Native Woodland Burial Form and the Registrar’s burial form 
(we cannot proceed with the burial without it) and either the certificate of purchase (if 
the plot was pre-purchased) or a cheque for payment. We will contact the person 
who will be excavating and refilling the grave with details of sizes, location, date and 
time 

• Arrange transport for the body. If you are doing this yourself check the overall size of 
the coffin to make sure that it will fit inside the vehicle. 

• Decide how the coffin will be carried from the parking area to the grave. We 
recommend that the coffin is carried “underarm”, rather than on shoulders, by four or 
six bearers (depending on the weight) – again, remember that the ground conditions 
might be uneven and muddy underfoot. This is an important practical matter, and is 
certainly an area where a funeral director will be able to advise and help you 

• Make arrangements for the coffin to be lowered into the grave. Use folding trestles to 
rest the coffin on, after it has been carried to the grave. While it is on the trestles, 
thread strong webbing straps (min. 6m long), used for lowering the coffin, through the 
coffin handles on one side, under the coffin and up through the handles on the other 
side. Place two 1.2m long, 100mm x 50mm (4ft long 4”x 2”) timber supports across 
the grave on which to rest the coffin before it is lowered. Four or six strong people 
should take the strain, while someone else removes the timber supports, and lower 
the coffin by allowing the webbing to gently slip through their grip. When the coffin is 
at rest slide out the webbing (if it gets caught, don’t tug at it, leave one last try until 
later or leave the strap in there). 
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A checklist of organisations to contact when someone dies  

Choose those which are relevant: - 

 Social Security office (state pension, benefits) 

 Work pension scheme(s) or employer 

 Local council social services (meals on wheels / home help) 

 Other council departments (council housing, housing benefit, council tax benefit) 

 Bank (contact all organisations paid by direct debit from bank account) 

 Mortgage lender (may still hold deeds, once mortgage is paid off) 

 Solicitor (may hold original copy of will) 

 Gas, electricity, telephone 

 Inland Revenue 

 Life insurance company 

 Other insurers, including car  

 Financial companies: debts - credit card, personal loans, other creditors 

 Financial companies: assets - banks and building societies, savings schemes, unit 
trust companies, etc 

 Post Office: redirect mail to personal representative. 

Contact us… Native Woodland Limited,  Telephone: 0131 661 7337 / 01600 716438 

64b The Causeway, Duddingston Village, Edinburgh EH15 3PZ; Email  
edinburgh@nativewoodland.co.uk 

The Market Tavern, 26 Agincourt Square, Monmouth NP25 3BT; Email  
monmouth@nativewoodland.co.uk 

 
www.nativewoodland.co.uk 


