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How to arrange the burial of ashes 
in beautiful, natural surroundings 

   
 

Choose the location 

 Decide which natural burial ground appeals 
the most, and which part of that site you 
prefer by choosing one of the named areas 
from the site plan. 

 Download the application form from the 
website www.nativewoodland.co.uk (or call 
01600 716438 if you do not have internet 
access). Fill out your details and choose a 
single, double or family plot, and whether 
to pay now or by instalments, and return it 
to us with your payment. 

 You can always combine an ashes plot with 
a natural burial plot if you wish. Contact us 
if special arrangements are necessary. 

Choose a time for the funeral 

 Contact Native Woodland Ltd as far in 
advance as you can to sort out a date when 
you would like to inter the ashes (at least 
four days in advance would be helpful). 

 We will make arrangements for the ground 
to be opened in the selected area in 
readiness for your visit. We will also backfill 
soon after the ceremony.  

Choose a container 

 You need to decide whether or not to 
sprinkle the ashes into the earth or inter 
them in a container. All containers should 
be made of natural, biodegradable materials 
such as wood, cardboard, cotton, wicker, 
papier-mâché etc. 

A memorial service or gathering 

 The interment of ashes provides an 
opportunity to commemorate the person 
who has died. 

 Traditional and dignified, or different, 
informal and lively? Experienced celebrants 
can give helpful framework to the 
proceedings. Choose the right structure, 
readings, music, ceremony and style to suit 
the person being commemorated. 

 Remember the needs of elderly, infirm and 
disabled friends and relatives when 
selecting a venue for a service or gathering 
and book the venue. 

 Think about gathering photographs or 
mementos and choosing music and a 
reading in memory of your friend or 
relative, and give others an opportunity to 
share their memories and photos with you. 

 Arrange for a family member, church 
minister, celebrant, humanist or friend to 
conduct the burial service, and provide 
them with relevant information. 

 Funeral directors have a great deal of 
experience and can provide very helpful 
advice and assistance in making 
arrangements. If you decide to ask a funeral 
director to help you with arrangements, 
book a time for the funeral and agree a 
time-frame and scope of service with the 
funeral director in advance. 
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Make practical arrangements 

 Remember that there is limited parking, so 
you may wish to arrange a separate 
memorial service at another venue and 
invite just close friends and immediate 
family to attend the interment service 

 Remember to tell those attending the burial 
ground that the ground conditions might be 
uneven and muddy underfoot – so stout 
footwear will be necessary and Wellington 
boots and umbrellas would be a good idea 
if rain is forecast. 

 Provide people with directions on how to 
get to the place of burial - our brochures 
and website’s “sites” pages have maps and 
links to route-planners for written 
directions. 

 Decide how the ashes will be carried from 
the parking area to the chosen place – 
again, remember that the ground might be 
uneven and muddy. 

 Decide how and when the ashes will be 
lowered or sprinkled into the ground. A 
waterproof soft pad to kneel on might be 
useful, and perhaps bring some petals and 
leaves to drop-in and involve everyone in 
the service. 

How will the position of the plot be 
recorded?  

 We will record the exact position of the 
buried ashes by measuring the distance 
from the centre of the plot to the permanent 
reference points located nearby.  

 We will send you a certificate to record the 
burial and a plan showing the exact position 
of the plot. 

Flowers and floral arrangements 

 A spray of flowers left on the plot is a nice 
idea, but arrangements wrapped in plastic 
and set in Oasis foam are not good for the 
environment (or the sheep if the burial 

ground is grazed). We will remove floral 
arrangements a week after the burial. 

 Instead of buying flowers, please ask people 
to consider making donations to the local 
wildlife trust - this is something that we 
actively support 

 Please Plan how you will deal with flowers 
brought to the service – it’s best to take 
them with you to brighten the room where 
you are holding a gathering afterwards, 
leaving a simple bunch of favourites on the 
plot. 

 

Additional sources of information 

The Natural Death Centre’s “Natural Death 
Handbook” and “How to organise an 
inexpensive or DIY funeral” available from the 
Natural Death Centre, 6 Blackstock Mews, 
Blackstock Road, London N4 2BT tel: 0871 
2882098 

The Department for Work & Pensions produce 
a comprehensive leaflet on "What to do after a 
death in England and Wales" which has a 
supplement for Scotland. This free booklet is 
usually provided by the Registrar (and is also 
available online at www.dwp.gov.uk) and gives 
detailed information and advice on everything 
that has to be done after the death of a relative 
or friend.  

The Co-op www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk 
has published a guide: “Well Chosen Words – 
how to write a eulogy” with a foreword by Poet 
Laureate, Andrew Motion which provides 
helpful advice and guidance. 

Age Concern publish a very helpful guide 
"Planning for a funeral" available online from 
their website: www.ageconcern.org.uk/ 

The Native Woodland Website 
www.nativewoodland.co.uk has links to all of 
these sources of information and is regularly 
updated to provide you with the latest 
information. 

 

Contact us… Native Woodland Limited,  Telephone: 0131 661 7337 / 01600 716438 
64b The Causeway, Duddingston Village, Edinburgh EH15 3PZ; Email  edinburgh@nativewoodland.co.uk 

The Market Tavern, 26 Agincourt Square, Monmouth NP25 3BT; Email  monmouth@nativewoodland.co.uk 


